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growing disciples for Christ

MEMBERSHIP AT CHRIST THE KING

If you are interested in joining Christ the King or in just finding out more information
about the ministries here, we will have an orientation on January 21, 2024, at
10:30am. Watch for more information to come. Speak with Pastor Mike or call the
church office if you have questions.

EPIPHANY - JANUARY 7™ & STAR WORDS

While the official date of Epiphany is January 6th, we will celebrate it
on Sunday, January 7th in worship at 9:15am. Come celebrate Three
King’s Day as we continue to learn how Jesus reveals God to the
nations. We will also distribute “Star Words” again. Be sure to come
collect your Star Word for the new year. As a reminder, everyone
receives a Star Word and is asked to reflect on that word for the
coming year. You are invited to ponder what significance your Star
Word might have in your lives and how God might be speaking to you through that
simple word.

SANCTUARY CLEAN UP

After worship on January 7th, please stay to help take down the decorations in the
nave and narthex. We will need to have the decorations out of the sanctuary by 11:00
am (for Caleb AME Zion). We truly appreciate as many helpers as we can get.

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - JANUARY 14TH

Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the
waters of baptism. As we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, we take this
opportunity to remember our own baptisms and the promises made to us
therein.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Congregational Meeting of Christ the King Lutheran Church, Universal City,
Texas, will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL AND BY ZOOM for the purpose of electing Council Members
and to review 2023 Financials. The Zoom link will be emailed when the date gets
closer.




A Future with Hope: Our Generosity Journey in 2024

Happy New Year! As we enter 2024, we embrace the fresh start and new
possibilities this year brings. In the midst of difficult times of anxiety and worry,
interspersed with glimmers of hope and promise, our stewardship campaign, "A EE\////A
Future with Hope", reflects our collective optimism and commitment towards a | A FUTURE
stronger, faith-filled future and is based on these prophetic words: WITH HOPE

"For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope." Jeremiah 29:11

This promise from God is a reminder that our journey is not solitary. We are guided,
supported, and loved by a divine presence that desires a future brimming with possibilities
for each of us. We are called, as a family of faith, to not only envision a hopeful future but to
actively participate in its creation. Our stewardship is not just a duty; it is a sacred
opportunity to manifest the love and grace we have received. Every act of kindness, every
contribution we make, and every hand we extend to support our church and community
weaves together a tapestry of hope that strengthens and enriches us all.

In this coming year, we will be celebrating our congregation’s 60™ anniversary. We have had
a rich history in those 60 years and we have had a meaningful impact of spreading God’s
love in our community. But God is NOT done with us yet. We have more opportunities to
help grow God’s kingdom and share God’s love in this community and beyond — because ...

we have a future filled with hope!

This year, as part of our commitment to generosity and stewardship, we invite you to reflect
on how you can contribute to building this future of hope. Every effort counts, whether it is
through your time and prayer, your skills and abilities offered in various ways, or in financial
donations. Your continued support is vital in sustaining the work of our church, enabling us to
“Serve God by Loving Others” (our mission statement). As you know, we live out our mission
statement through our vision statement — “Welcoming all, leading to faith, shepherding for
life, serving neighbors near and far, in all we do ... growing disciples for Christ.” Your
generosity and support enables us to reach out to those in need, nurture our spiritual growth,
and create a community where everyone feels valued and included.

As we look forward to "A Future with Hope," let us remember our collective efforts, no matter
how small, can lead to significant and positive changes in our church and community. Your
contributions, both in finance and spirit, are what makes our church a beacon of hope and
faith.

Thank you for being an integral part of our church family and for your unwavering dedication
to our shared vision! May this new year be filled with blessings, growth, and hope for all of
us. Together, with God'’s grace, we will journey towards a future that is not only hopeful but
filled with the endless possibilities of God’s love.

With gratitude and hope,
Glen Anderson, Katharine Barden, Bill Maddox, April Poe, Tyler Wilburn &
Pastor Mike Widner — Your Stewardship Committee
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,\ T Children’s Church
: N , We are still looking for
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to help out? Let Mariesa know.

Preschool—5th Grade New Year’s Party

Let’s Ring In the New Year with a Party on Sunday,
January 7 after church in Building 3. We will have
pizza, games, and winter crafts.

You won’t want to miss the fun and the opportunity
to hang out with all your friends. We will start once
Sunday School is over. See you there!!!

NaR T

GET INVOLVED

Parents (and any other interested adults):

Now is the time to get involved with

Youth Ministry! January 28 from 11:30—3:00 PM
Help plan outings with Mariesa. Help Confirmation Workshop
volunteer as chaperones for retreats. Ask Al 6th—S8th graders are

how you can get involved. REQUIRED to attend. Lunch will
A calendar will go up soon of potential be provided. Be there!!!

events that you can get involved with.
Part of that involvement will also be
helping to get our kids excited about our
youth activities!!

Remember Sunday School is a part
of your Confirmation education.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Articles for the February 2024 Newsletter are due
No later than JANUARY 20, 2024
and may be sent to ctkadm@ctk-uc.org or brought to the church office.
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FOR OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree
to serve. You don't have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. Yon don't have to
know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of
grace. A soul generated by love. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Did you know that over one billion people around the world volunteer with one in four
Americans reporting they volunteer regularly?

Volunteering is an act of service. All of you who volunteer for any ministry at CTK -- one time or
regularly -- benefits all the ministries of Christ the King. Volunteering can also nurture your own
personal growth and provide opportunities to connect with others. With a “heart full of grace”
you selflessly offer your valuable time, energy, and skills — contributing to CTK's vision and
mission.

The average volunteer hour in Texas is now worth $29.86. What does that mean? CTK's
volunteers are one of our most valuable assets. What do you receive in return? Instead of
wages you receive genuine love and appreciation; instead of benefits, personal growth and
satisfaction; instead of promotions, you receive God’s blessings.

A host of volunteers were the lifeblood for our worship services during Pastor Mike’s sabbatical.
Without your extraordinary efforts it would have been impossible to have presented the quality
of worship we experienced. Just think of the numerous hours given.

Media Team (3-4 volunteers): arrived before worship; stayed after.

Band members (5-6 volunteers): arrived before worship.

Pastors/lay ministers: prep time for sermon.

Liturgist: review script prior to worship. Humble
Reader: review “readings” prior to worship. Ch

Communion assistants (2) - |
Ushers (2): arrived before worship; stayed after. VOIUIJEFP%G rS
Altar guild (2): arrived prior to worship; stayed after. e LU

Respectable

We know putting numbers to the hours you graciously gave will never
do justice. However, it is just one way for us to show the generous contributions you have
made in an extraordinary time.

CTK is extremely grateful to all of our volunteers and your valuable gracious contribution of
time, talent, energy, and kindness. You are the heart of our ministries.

LUTHERAN LUNCH BUNCH

The Lutheran Lunch Bunch will enjoy a meal at Four Kings on January 25th at

11:30 am Come join us for great food and wonderful fellowship! Four Kings is
located at 2047 Universal City Blvd., Universal City. Please let Susan Abbey (210-  h\0
218-1469 or texlady78233@gmail.com) know if you will be joining or have any
qguestions.
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FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children in grades PK - Grade 5 begins at the g .r]

close of worship until 11:15 am. January classes will be held on

the 7th, 14th and 21st. The Sunday School teachers are: Cindy

Patterson, Rachel Ball, and Sheri Boos. All children are SUNDAY SCHOOL
welcome!

SUNDAY MORNING LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY

The Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Sundays at 10:30 am in the Peace Room. The group is
currently studying “Twelve More Women of the Bible”. Please contact Carmen Hawkins for
more information regarding study books at carmen.hawkins67 @gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Pastor Mike has different commitments sporadically this month. So we will hold off resuming
bible study until January 31°. At that time, we will meet at 10:30am (in person and via
Zoom). If you would like the Zoom link, please contact Pastor Mike. Everyone is welcome
to join us and enjoy the lively conversations. (You never know where we end up with some of
them. :D)

THURSDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY WITH THOMAS

Thursday Bible study with Thomas meets every Thursday at 6:15 pm via Zoom. The class is
studying a book by Billy Graham, “Angels: God’s Secret Agents.” Please reach out to
Thomas Hawkins at thomashawkins2003@yahoo.com if you need the Zoom link.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

At the end of November: Income $314,116.82
Expenses——— $360,137.15
Bottom Line——Minus $46,020.33

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Don Vogt has retired from leading the Men’s Prayer Breakfast after an untold number of
years. Abundant thanks to Don for the many years he coordinated this ministry and led our
devotions! We won’t meet this month, but watch for future months. If anyone is interested in
guiding this wonderful ministry, please contact Pastor Mike.

CTK “HOLY ROLLERS”

Come join us in Building # 3!! We promise you will laugh, shout, and
have fun. The next BUNCO gathering will be Monday, January 15th at
6:30pm. Participants bring a small snack for sharing! Cost is $6.00
however, first-timers, are free. Come check us out. If you have
questions talk with Lisa Lopez, Susan Abbey or Jody Robbins.

CTK BOOK CLUB

The CTK Book Club will meet Monday, January 8th at the home of Patsy Meyers
at 6:00 pm. The book of the month is “Letters to Rose”, a memoir by Rose
Williams. The book was selected by Dotie Checote. -
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Thank you to our council members and

‘\ 3
families who read the candle lighting ’ ‘
litany and lit the candles during
Advent — Katharine & Delilah Barden, \

A e— S

Rich & Cindy Patterson, Pete & Dinah 2 S

Ryson, Edward & Pearl Sauceda, w ’ i
Y O U &

Sissie, Amanda & David Mirhashemi,
and Jamie & Jan Dunevant & Ethan

The Sunday School would like to thank the following people for making the program
such a blessed event.

Standke! And to our Christmas wreath
lighters/readers — Thomas & Carmen
Hawkins and Al and AJ Boos!

« Qur little actors, actresses, and musicians: Collette Lopez, Camille Lopez,
Kayliegh Officer, Allie Officer, Rosalind Agrella, Gwendolyn Agrella, Deliliah
Barden, Ethan Standtke, Naomi Wegner, Kaelan Rakotoniaina, Avery, and Maddie
Sauseda.

+ Our wonderful readers: Maggie Boos, Mary Petermeier, Albert Boos Ill, Albert
Boos IV, Avre Boos, and Cade Robbins

+ Our fearless leaders: Cindy Patterson, Rachel Ball, Sally Walters, Barbara Meurin,
Pearl Sauseda, Chloe Kriegel, and Sheri Boos

+ Our secret elf: Kathy Hanley

Thank you to everyone who has worked so diligently for many hours to prepare for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services and all who offered the gift of their
time and skills — Adult Choir, Worship Band, musicians, Altar Guild, Ushers, Offering
Counters, Liturgists, Readers, Communion Assistants, and all who filled in at the last
minute or with seemingly small contributions! Every ONE of you is GREATLY
appreciated!!

Thank you for the staff Christmas gifts and the love, support and help you have shown
each of us during this holiday season and throughout the year. We are so thankful for the
opportunity to serve God with all of you! Your thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated!
Blessings for a Happy New Year! Christ the King Staff

Perhaps you sent a lovely card or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent a flower spray,

if so, we saw it there. Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friend could say.
Perhaps you could not make it here at all, just thought of us that day. Whatever you did
to console our hearts we thank you so much for whatever the part. Doretta Checote

Thank you for all the kind words and prayers during James'’ illness and at the time of his

death. We really appreciate our Christ the King family. Also, thank you to Pastor Mike for
his kind words at the memorial service. Marion Weishaar and family.



CTK WOMEN OF THE

\VomerELCA 2 ELCA MUJeréeShELCA?

Happy New Year! We are gearing up for another great year as Women of the ELCA.
Before moving forward, the Leadership Team extends our appreciation to everyone
for a successful Christmas Brunch. The food and fellowship was delightful, and we
together we collected many socks for our upcoming Bags of Grace.

Upcoming Events:

January 8, 2024 - Book Club
We will gather at the home of Patsy Meyers at 6 pm. We will be discussing Letters to
Rose selected by Doretta Checote. All are welcome.

January 22, 2024 - Quarterly Meeting in the Fellowship Hall; 6:45 pm
We will have the installation of our Leadership Team, and Budget Approval for 2024.

January 27, 2024 - Spring Gathering Planning

We will meet at 9:30 am at Christ the King. You are invited to become involved with
designing our Synodical meeting. All are welcome and your input and ideas are very
much appreciated.

April 27th - Cibolo Creek Spring Gathering

The Spring Gathering will be held at Christ the King. The Spring Gathering is our
opportunity to meet with women from the other churches in our Synodical Conference.
Plan to attend this day of fellowship, food, bible study and service.

NEW LIFE CHILDREN’S CENTER UPDATE

On December 22nd, we delivered Pajamas, slippers, and journals for 30 girls at New Life
Children’s Center, Canyon Lake. Special thanks to those who donated this year: Alfrieda
Anderson, Sheri Boos, Cindy Bonaccorsi, Kathy Hanley, Barbara Lerum, and Julie Trent.
Special thanks to Lisa Lopez for her help wrapping the gifts. If you would like more
information, please contact Erika Robeson at 210-548-6894.

HR Team

The HR Team will meet on Tuesday, January 9th at 6:00 pm in the Disciples Room. All
team members are encouraged to attend.

CARD MINISTRY / FRIENDLY VISITORS
Friendly Visitor/Contact Activity, a "Care" ministry of Shepherding "for life".

During the last four weeks, the faithful team made 13 visits, served home communion to five
individuals, sent 63 cards, emails and texts, and made four phone calls.
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MUSICAL NOTES

| had the pleasure of preparing music for CTK’s Christmas ®
Eve services with the following people. Sharing your gifts
with our choir and worship band was deeply appreciated!

Many thanks to the following people. A

Merrikay and Melissa Compton: for offering to provide a
special song during the prelude!

Members of the choir: Ann Krahn, Barbara Kovacich, Paula Schlein, Jan Dunevant, Kathy
Staley, Margaret Vogt, Doretta Checote/Moldenhauer, Jill Schulz, Dinah and Pete Ryson,
Jeremy and Vanessa Jackson, Michaela Riggs, Melissa Compton, Merrikay Compton,
Joanne Benson, Joyce Scarlett, Al Boos, Dennis Marthiljohni.

Members of the Worship Band: Vocals- Mirana Rakotoniaina, Keys-Louise Cruz and Johan
Rakotoniaina, Guitar-Ray Lopez and Chuck Moldenhauer, Bass and Vocals-Lee Rhoades,
Percussion-Edward Sauseda.

Members of the AV, Sound and slides team: Thomas Hawkins, Ray Lopez, Jaxon Hall, Ryan
Agrella, Katharine Barden, Susan Abbey, Dawn Young.

Some members prepared music with us but were unable to participate due to iliness. | lifted
you all in prayers of healing.

The congregation is truly blessed when so many are gathered to enable worshipful music
from our choir and worship band!

Choir Rehearsals in January: Jan 10, 17, 24, 31 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Worship Band Rehearsals in January: Jan 11, 18, 25 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

Solc Dee Gloria, Sally Walters, Choir Director and Worship Band Director

DON’T DISCARD YOUR UNUSED OFFERING ENVELOPES

You may recall hearing last year we would be recycling our church offering envelopes in an
effort to reduce cost and waste. If you use an envelope once a month, and have leftover
envelopes in your box, continue to use them into next year. You can simply mark out the
date and write the current date on the envelope. When you run out, please contact the
church office, provide your current box number and you will be provided with additional
offering envelopes to use. If you have any questions, please contact Mariesa Robbins or
Dawn Young.

WORSHIP AT THE ARMY RESIDENCE COMMUNITY

Worship with holy communion will be held on Sunday, January 28th in the chapel at the ARC
at 4:00 pm. In communion, we remember Jesus’ sacrifice and partake in the body and
blood of Christ. This worship service is a service not only for our church members who
reside at the ARC but to other residents as well. It is a time for us to come together in unity
and worship as one body. Questions? Pease feel free to contact Katharine Barden or Joyce
Lucas.



AARP TAX PREPARATION / VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN CTK OFFICE

AARP will be preparing taxes in our fellowship hall starting February 7th thru April 10th. We
will need a volunteer to man the church office from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm on Wednesdays.
We need help to direct foot traffic and answer the telephone. If you are interested in helping
out, please see Dawn Young. Starting January 3rd, Dawn will not be in the church office on
Wednesdays and this is always a busy day with AARP on campus. A sign up sheet will be
available on the bulletin board.

' F Urv\, Tl (g You will be hearing and seeing this word quite a bit this

Fu ‘\\!J u;H l; i R year!! Twice a month we will be sending out a

W W . Flocknote with ways you can help out around the

l A = l{ o N ys'y P

church. In the office workroom, there is a white board

on the door with things that need to get done. If you are able to do those tasks while you

are at church, please mark them off once completed. There are always small things that

can be done, please don’t hesitate to ask. Blessings to each of you this New Year! See
Mariesa or Dawn if you need more information.

NEWS FROM RACAP

Christ the King, thank you for your donations to the RACAP Holiday A B
Christmas Basket Program. Below is a breakdown for families, gifts, and "Q P X ©
food donations: et ;
239 Families served
366 Adults + 266 Children = 630 total number served
RACAP provided meals for 166 families and 45 sponsors provided meals for 90 families. A
total of 154 children from 64 families were provided gifts by 22 sponsors.
Cost for 2023: $6,529.21 (2022 cost was $2,712.00).

VIA DE CRISTO

A 3-day day weekend designed to strengthen and renew the faith of
Christian people. The objective is to inspire, challenge, and equip people for '\
Christian action in their homes, churches, and communities. What can |
expect? Three days of discussion, listening, music, food, fellowship, study,
worship, laughter, and prayer. You are asked to build on what you learned i

and experienced for the rest of your life. There will be support as we walk through this
journey together.

If you are interested in attending the next weekend, it will be held at Ebert Ranch Camp on
March 21 - 24, 2024. There are brochures and registration forms on the bulletin board in the
hallway (across from the restrooms) in the sanctuary building. Team members are also
needed. If you have already attended you can still attend the weekend of March 21 - 24 as a
team member. Registration forms for team members are also on the bulletin board!
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JANUARY 2024

WORSHIP January 7
LEADERS 9:15 am

Liturgist Lisa Lopez
Reader Ann Krahn

Communion Joann Benson

Assistants Joyce Lucas
Ushers Jamie Dunevant
Jan Dunevant
Media Slides |Susan Abbey
Media Tech Jaxon Hall
Jeremy Jackson
Thomas Hawkins
Ray Lopez
Offering Glen Anderson
Counters Jill Schulz

0
January

Lisa Lopez 2
Jan Dunevant 3
Hazel Knipp 7
Joy Brown 11
Al Boos IV 12
Cheryl Craig 13

HArreY

AAANNIVERSARYT

Jody & Mariesa Robbins

January 14
9:15 am

Joyce Lucas

Joanne Benson

Bruce Lemire
Lisa Lopez

Dinah Halopka-Ryson

Patsy Meyers

Susan Abbey

Jaxon Hall
Jeremy Jackson

Thomas Hawkins

January 21
9:15 am

Joanne Benson

Jill Schulz

Jill Cooper
Cathie Theis

Joyce Lucas
Sissie Mirhashemi

Lisa Lopez

Jaxon Hall
Jeremy Jackson
Thomas Hawkins

Ray Lopez Ray Lopez

Leonard Geyer Susan Abbey

Cindy Hatzel Lisa Lopez
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Dawn Young
Harold Henk

Vanessa Jackson

John Hatzel
Kaidon Mattison
Jan Lindorfer

January 28
9:15 am

Cindy Bonaccorsi

Susan Abbey

Dinah Halopka-Ryson

Kathy Staley

Joyce Lucas
Patsy Meyers

Lisa Lopez

Jaxon Hall
Jeremy Jackson
Thomas Hawkins
Ray Lopez

Leona Hietala
Kathy Staley

13 Dotie Checote
15  Chloe Kriegel
16 Marcus Merrillat
17 DJ Schultz

17  Grant Lopez

20

Leona Hietala

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

2
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21
22
26
28
31
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Christ the King Lutheran Church
1129 Pat Booker Road
Universal City, TX 78148

(210) 658-2254
Office email: ctkadm@ctk-uc.org
www.ctk-uc.org

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Staff, Church Council and Ministry Team Leaders

Rev. Mike Widner

Mariesa Robbins
Administrative Assistant...................... Dawn Young

Pianist ........ooeeiiii Vanessa Jackson
Choir & Worship Band Director.............. Sally Walters
NUISEIY. .. e Rachel Ball

Custodians ... ....ccvvveiennnnn. Reinaldo & Irene Diaz
Bookkeeper..........cccoevvviiiiiennen.n. Suzanne Schroeder
Financial Secretary................ccoovvivnnnnnn. Leona Hietala
Treasurer ........cccccvveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee Dale Meyers
Media Team............... Jaxon Hall, Thomas Hawkins,
...................................... Jeremy Jackson, Ray Lopez
Church Council
President..........coooiiiiiii, Rich Patterson
Vice President/Mutual Ministry...........Dinah Halopka
Secretary/Education/Faith Formation...... Sheri Boos
Fellowship.........ccooioiiin. Jamie Dunevant
Finance .......cccooov Tyler Wilburn

Property, Building, & Grounds.......... Edward Sauseda
Shepherding ..........c.cooeiiiinnn. Sissie Mirhashemi
WOrship.....ooooeeeeeee, Katharine Barden

Ministry Team Leaders

Education / Faith Formation Ministries

Sunday School........... Sheri Boos & Cindy Patterson
Wednesday Bible Study....................... Pastor Mike
Thursday Bible Study..................... Thomas Hawkins

Via de Cristo Reunion Group Dinah Halopka
Ladies Bible Study ..........ccccccvvnnnnns Carmen Hawkins

All Other Ministries
Men’s Group........c.cccvvvveiviieinannn..

Women of the ELCA.................... Cindy Bonaccorsi
LWR Kits/Quilts.........ccoveivinnnie Erika Robeson
Prayer Shawls..............ccoooiiiiinn. Kathy Hanley
Bereavement..............ccceevvinnnnn. Barbara Kovacich

Mission Endowment Fund ......... Johan Rakotoniaina
Fellowship Ministries

BUNCO ..ot Lisa Lopez
DOMINOES ... Leona Hietala
Fourth Sunday Breakfast............. Jamie Dunevant

Print Date: 01-02-2024
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